
 

News Release 
State Releases First Milestones Assessment Results   

Conyers, GA - Scores from the 2014-15 administration of the Georgia Milestones Assessment System (Georgia 
Milestones in grades 3-8 and Georgia Milestones End of Course assessment in grades 9-12) were released today by 
the Georgia Department of Education. These preliminary scores reflect the first administration of Georgia’s new 
comprehensive testing system. 
 
“Due to the late release of this data, only now are we able to analyze the results of our first administration of the 
new Georgia Milestones Assessment,” says Superintendent Richard Autry.  “While this data certainly has 
implications for our work, we must rely more heavily on current district and school assessment data to make our 
instruction adjustments at this point in the school year.  However, these results will allow our teachers to be able to 
contextualize student performance and adjust the depth of knowledge and level of rigor now required to 
demonstrate proficiency.  It is important to reiterate that these stand-alone test results are just one component the 
new accountability system referred to as the College and Career Ready Performance Index (CCRPI) which includes 
multiple measures of student achievement, student growth and many other indicators.  As a district, we will not 
over react or under react to these results.  But indeed we will act to ensure that our instructional program is tightly 
aligned to the demands for increased rigor and complexity required now by the new Georgia Milestones 
Assessment.” 
 
Individual student reports are not available at this time.  These reports will be sent home with students 
after receiving them from the state.  Schools will provide opportunities for parents to learn more about the 
Milestones as it relates to their school and child.  Information is also available on the RCPS and Georgia 
Department of Education websites.  
 
About Milestones Assessments, Results and Promotion and Retention   
The new testing system is one consistent program across grades 3-12 designed to send a coherent and consistent 
signal of how well students have learned the knowledge and concepts in state content standards. 
 
There are a few differences between the new Milestones assessments and the former CRCT and EOCT 
assessments.  Milestones includes open-ended test items in English Language Arts and Mathematics allowing 
students to explain their answers is a significant change for Georgia. These items, including the assessment of 
writing as part of the English Language Arts tests, provide students the opportunity to demonstrate the depth 
of their understanding relative to the standards being assessed.  
 
Georgia Milestones scores and CRCT scores are not directly comparable.   Georgia Milestones and the 
CRCT are two different tests, with different expectations set for student achievement. Because the expectations set 
by the Georgia Milestones system are higher, it was expected that the percentage of students considered proficient 
would initially be lower. 
 
Milestones are not pass/fail tests.  They are designed to report student achievement along a continuum – from 
Beginning Learner to Distinguished Learner – to signal the degree to which a student has mastered the knowledge and skills 
within the content standards in the course. 
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Georgia Milestones contains four Achievement Levels rather than just three as was the case with the previous 
CRCT, EOCT, and Writing Assessments. This allows students, parents, and schools to have a more precise 
indication of student achievement.  
 
Beginning Learners (Level 1) do not yet demonstrate proficiency in the knowledge and skills necessary at this 
grade level/course of learning, as specified in Georgia’s content standards. The students need substantial academic 
support to be prepared for the next grade level or course and to be on track for college and career readiness. 
 
Developing Learners (Level 2) demonstrate partial proficiency in the knowledge and skills necessary at this grade 
level/course of learning, as specified by Georgia’s content standards. The students need additional academic 
support to ensure success in the next grade level or course and to be on track for college and career readiness. 
 
Proficient Learners (Level 3) demonstrate proficiency in the knowledge and skills necessary at this grade 
level/course of learning, as specified in Georgia’s content standards. The students are prepared for the next grade 
level or course and are on track for college and career readiness. 
 
Distinguished Learners (Level 4) demonstrate advanced proficiency in the knowledge and skills necessary at this 
grade level/course of learning, as specified in Georgia’s content standards. The students are well prepared for the 
next grade level or course and are well prepared for college and career readiness. 
 
Promotion/Retention (Grades 3, 5, and 8)  
Reading: Student performance on the reading portion of the ELA test will be used to provide a grade level reading 
determination:  Below Grade Level or On/Above Grade Level 
The determination is based on the linkage of the Lexile scale to Georgia Milestones.  To be eligible for promotion, 
students must demonstrate reading skill at the beginning of the grade-level stretch-band.  The stretch-bands were 
developed to signal the reading level at each grade students need to achieve to be college and career-ready upon 
graduation.  Students who receive Reading and Vocabulary domain designation of Below Grade Level need 
remediation and are eligible to retest in ELA. 
 
Mathematics: Students must achieve the Developing Learner achievement level in mathematics in grades 5 and 8 
to be considered eligible for promotion.  These students have demonstrated partial proficiency of the grade level 
concepts and skills and can proceed to the next grade level when provided focused instructional support in the 
needed areas; their learning should be actively monitored to ensure their success. Beginning Learner should 
receive remediation and be provided the opportunity to retest.  These students need substantial academic support. 
 
End of Course for Grades 9-12 
State law requires that the Georgia Milestones End of Course measures serve as the final exam for EOC courses 
and that the test results contribute 20% of a student’s final course grade.  The Grade Conversion score is provided 
on the individual student report to fulfill this requirement.  
 
Key Points:  

 Georgia Milestones has four achievement levels designed to communicate the progress of student learning.  

 Milestones are not pass/fail tests.  

 Milestones are designed to report student achievement along a continuum of proficiency (learning). 

 Results are not comparable to CRCT results. 

 The results being released are from tests taken during the spring of 2015.  These students are now a full 
semester into the next school year. Continue using current, formative assessment data.   

 Results should be used as a baseline to give teachers and administrators context of state content standards 
proficiency. 
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